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Ackley Creek Park, 2775 Indigo Ave.
Cedar Hills, 1695 285th St.
Colwell Park, 2962 140th St
East Idlewild, 2400 130th St.
Edna Peltz Wildlife Preserve, 3046 155th St.
Fix Wildlife Area, 3116 130th St.
Floyd Bridge Access, 1564 Hwy 218
Fossil & Prairie Park Preserve, 1227 215th St.
Gates Bridge Access, 2920 Kirkwood Rd.
Gilman G. White Conservation Area, 3342 170th St.
Happy Acres, 2040 230th St.
Joney Laudner Family Nature Preserve, 1129 215th St.
Knapp I Wildlife, 3253 140th St.
Knapp II Wildlife, 1038 Underwood Ave.
Koebrick Wildlife, 2550 Hwy 14
Little Cedar Wildlife Area, 3301 190th St.
Mathers Forest, 1563 Cameo Rd
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Midway River Access, 2397 Vista Ave
Mink Creek, 1799 US-18
Nagle Wildlife, 1862 Redball Rd.
Peterson Prairie, 2503 Zinnia Ave.
Puhl Wildlife, 2190 260th St.
Riverbend Wildlife, 86 Riverside Ave.
Rock Creek Wildlife, 1965 Mitchell Line St.
Rotary Park, 1661 Rotary Pk. Rd.
Seter’s Landing, 1050 River Rd.
Slough Creek, 1035 Hwy 218
Strickers Fen, 2683 110th St.
Tosanak Recreation Area, 2543 Glass Rd.
Trowbridge Wildlife, 1958 Gilbert Ave.
Wentlands Woods, 1498 Quail Ave.
West Idlewild, 1374 Quarry Rd.
Winterink Woods, 2264 Utopia Ave.
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Back to my Roots
Adam Sears, Director

Get The Kids Outdoors!
This is a great time of year to get children involved in an outdoor activity! During the fall season temperatures
become more tolerable and families are done with their annual vacation. This time of year, Mother Nature is full
of colors that beautify the landscape. Making your outdoor experience that much more memorable. Whether
you love camping, fishing, hiking, or hunting this time of year offers
opportunities to get outside with children. Unfortunately, getting the
youth outside is more difficult today, than it was years ago because of
the technology in today’s world. Many children haven’t been exposed
to nature to have their eyes opened to the world around them.
The Iowa Department of Natural Resources (DNR) has some options
for getting kids outside and can be found at www.iowadnr.gov.
The Iowa DNR has their camps listed along with many other links
associated with youth outdoor activities. I would also encourage
you to visit www.floydco.iowa.gov and click
on “Conservation” or visit our Facebook page
for a list of upcoming activities and events
happening locally. Floyd County Conservation
is continuously trying to generate activities
that offer the youth a fun outside experience.
The Conservation department has many
fall attractions like an outdoor movie night,
hunter’s education, fat tire biking, kayaking
adventures, and a youth pheasant hunt.
An excellent way to get a child excited about
the outdoors is by visiting the Fossil and Prairie Park. The opportunities
at the Park are endless, as it encompasses roughly 400 acres with about 8
miles of hiking trails used for; wildlife viewing, kiln history, fishing, fossil
hunting and much more. While at the Park, be sure to stop by to visit the
Fossil & Prairie Center between 1-4 pm. The visitor center gives the kids
a chance for some hands on activities and the opportunity to see some
fascinating displays, including live animal exhibits.
Challenge yourself and think of a child that you could get outdoors. Floyd
County Conservation will continue to make it a priority to serve the public
with quality conservation education programs. If you have any questions
regarding county owned areas or programs offered, please visit us at www.
floydco.iowa.gov or call 641-756-3490.

A view from the fence . . .
Heidi Reams, Naturalist

At a loss for words
I recently stepped outside at sunset, the sky to the west was bright blue
to red to orange as the sun was setting. It was hard not to stop and just
look in amazement. I had a brief thought of taking a picture of it but
knew that the camera phone would not do justice to the color I saw. So
instead, I just stood and watch in silence.
Nature has a way of amazing us if we only take a moment to stop and
notice. I am as guilty as everyone else at not noticing sometimes, as we
rush between work, home and a million other things. As the seasons
change, its another reason to stop and look around Here are some of the
things to look for . . .
•

Migrating Monarch Butterflies on the fall blooming flowers, their bright
orange wings with delicate stripes and spots. A favorite of the Monarch
Butterfly is the blazing stars in the prairie. A flittering of wings before they
head south. Can you tell the difference between the male and female? Only
Monarch Butterflies are different between the sexes.

•

Have you ever looked at a feather lying on the
ground? Picking it up (sorry I was one of those kids
that picked everything up) and looking at it close,
the barbs that hold the feather together so that the
bird can fly. What part of the bird was it from? Does
the pattern surprise you? Are feathers on the ground
really a sign signaling protection from a guardian
angel or just from a molting bird? I’d like to believe a
little bit of both.

•

Falling leaves. Each one has a different view from above all summer yet they all still did the same work. Is
it really good luck to catch a falling leaf before it touches the ground? When was the last time you tried to
catch one?

So as you are rushing from place to place this fall take a moment to stop and look around. Look at the small
stuff because it does matter and it is really something to see. If you happen to see me just standing looking out
towards the horizon, don’t judge. I’m just taking it all in!

Volunteer Day

Sunday Sept. 25th at 1 p.m.

Riverbend Wildlife, 86 Riverside Dr, Charles City
Help spread wood chips to create a walking trail through the area.
Bring work gloves, potato fork/pitch fork & wheelbarrow, if you can.
Questions, contact Floyd County Conservation 641-756-3490

From the
Inside
Amy Boggess, Office Assistant

Looking for a get-away
close to home? Tosanak
Recreation Area offers a
variety of tent/RV sites, cabins,
lodges, and more! Tent camping at Tosanak can be
a great way to commune with nature. Tosanak offers
five smaller sites and two larger sites for tents. A fourseason shower house is located within walking distance
of these sites. You can also find eight RV sites at the
park. Half of the sites are reservable, and the other half
operate on a first-come first-serve basis. Each site offers
water and electricity with 30&50amp hookups.

Cedar River
Canoe/Kayak Float
Sunday Oct. 2nd at 1 p.m.
Join Floyd Co. Naturalist Heidi Reams &
Chickasaw Co. Naturalist Matt Crayne
for a float down the Cedar River.
A limited amount of equipment is available,
call 641-756-3490 for availability

If you are looking for a more stylish way of camping,
Tosanak also provides two modern cabins. The Darling
Cabin is the smaller of the two with a quaint, homey
atmosphere. It contains a complete kitchen and bath,
a full-size bed along with a hide-a-bed. The Otter
Ridge Cabin gives off a more modern-day house feel
but is surrounded by woods. It consists of two baths, a
complete kitchen/dining room, and living room. If you
have a bigger family, this cabin might be the way to go.
It has one queen, one full, two bunk beds, and a hide-abed.
Those looking for a more primitive cabin stay will be
interested in the Staudt Hollow Cabins. Staudt Hollow
consists of five small rustic cabins. Each of these
cabins have tables and benches, along with a variety of
sleeping arrangements. Other accommodations come
along with these cabins such as a shower house within
walking distance and a separate building containing a
kitchen.
The Roosevelt Cabin is another primitive cabin
just like Staudt Hollow but is located in a separate
area in the park. Tosanak also offers three different
lodges perfect for any occasion. Whether it’s business
meetings, graduation parties, or even a simple family
potluck, any one of our lodges is an excellent choice.
Remember all of these facilities can be seen and
reserved online at Mycountyparks.com. If you would
like further information about the park, please don’t
hesitate to give me a call at the office. I would love to
hear from you! We are truly privileged to have a park
like the Tosanak Recreation Area in Floyd County.

Gathering our groceries
from the woods,
then prepare them into
“Wild Edibles”.
Register online with payment of $10
the night of the event.
Register online

Autumn babies, born between September and November, are more likely to live to 100 than those born at other times of the year.

Sept. 11th
Monarch Tagging, 1-3 p.m. at the Fossil & Prairie Center, Rockford.
			
Learn more about the migration of the Monarch Butterfly while assisting
			
in the science of following them on their migration.
Sept. 25th
Volunteer Day at Riverbend Wildlife, 1 p.m. at 86 Riverside, Charles City
			
Assist Floyd Co. Conservation staff as they define a walking trail through the
			
area to the Cedar River. Some duties will include some hand pruning &
			
spreading wood chips along the trail. Many hand will make light work!
Sept. 28th
Wild Edibles with Mitchell Co. Conservation Naturalist Chelsea Rowcliff,
			
5:30-8 p.m. at the Tosanak Recreation Area (Learning Center), Marble Rock.
		
Sept. 29th
Women in the Woods with Wine, 7-9 p.m.
			
7-9 p.m. at the Tosanak Recreation Area (Learning Center), Marble Rock
Oct. 2rd		
Cedar River Float, 1 p.m.
			
Put in the river at the Midway River Access, 2397 Vista Ave Charles City.
			
We will float along the river to Howards Woods.
			
A limited amount of equipment (kayaks & canoes) are available.
			Register online at mycountyparks.com
Oct. 15th
Halloween Hike, 7:00 pm
			
at the Tosanak Recreation Area (Learning Center), Marble Rock
			
Watch for more information on website and social media.			
			
Oct. 22rd
Youth Pheasant Hunt, 7:30 am - 12:30 p.m.
			
at the Gilman G White Conservation Area, Charles City 				
			(Registration required)
Oct. 27th
Women in the Woods with Wine, 								
			
7-9 p.m. at the Tosanak Recreation Area (Learning Center), Marble Rock
Floyd Co. Consevation 641-756-3490 or the calendar of events at floydcoia.org/190/conservation
		

For more information . . . follow us on

Registration for events can be done at MyCountyParks.com

Summer Intern
Hello, my name is Erin
Kramer; I am 22 years
old and am currently
studying Natural
Resources Management
(AAS) at Hawkeye
Community College.
I will be graduating
Spring of 2023 and
then continuing my
education at Upper
Iowa University for my
Bachelor's degree in Conservation Management. I
hope to possibly work for a county conservation here
in the state of Iowa or with the IDNR fishery branch.
This summer, I have been working my internship
with the fantastic conservation staff in Floyd county.
I started way back in May, and over time I have
gained a lot of knowledge about what I can look
forward to in my future career. The whole crew
here has been very accommodating from the start.
Helped me learn new things and how to complete
them more efficiently. I felt very comfortable coming
to work, especially for all our laughs and how we
can start with Plan A and end on Plan 1,000. My
favorite parts about this summer started with my first
week here. The IDNR came, and I got to shock fish
to sample them, helping maintain the young trees
so they would continue to grow strong and healthy;
I also got to learn how to drive one of the tractors
(which was an exciting experience because I don't
know how to drive stick), and the last thing I will
list is I was able to help prepare and direct runners
for the Jon Tumilson “JT” 5K. I could go on and
on, but I just want to thank everyone here at Floyd
County Conservation for helping me open my eyes
to many new things and helping me grow so much
for my future. Personally, I want to thank Adam for
working with me and helping me grow, Heidi for
the insight into what it's like to be Naturalist, Amy,
we didn't work together much but thank you for the
great conversations, and Tyler and Tyron for helping
me learn how to use a lot of new equipment. I really
enjoyed this experience.

Memorials
Dale Fullerton
Karry & Sharon Hicok

Charkes McElroy
Karen Dow
Dana & Janelle Larson
Claude & Debra Nash

John Andersen
Ken & Keri Blair
David Ayers

Gila Jorgenson
Larry & Sharon Enabnit
Larry & Sharon Hicok

Marion Stuffelbean
Larry & Sharon Enabnit

Fossil & Prairie Center
will be open
weekends in
September & October
from
1-4 p.m.
The Park remains open year
round from sunrise to sunset.
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Board
Pete Kloberdanz, Charles City, President
Jesse Frerichs, Rockford, Vice Pres.
Beverly Fisher, Marble Rock, Member
Pan Folz, Charles City, Member
Doug Johnson, Rockford, Member

Staff
Adam Sears, Director
Heidi Reams, Naturalist
Tyler Walters, Natural Resource/Ranger
Tyron Steere, Natural Resource
Amy Boggess, Office Assistant

Board Meetings
The Floyd County Conservation Board meetings are open to the public and visitors are welcome.
The Board meets on the first Tuesday of the month at the Fossil & Prairie Center, located 1 mile west of
Rockford on County Road B47. Please note this date can be changed.
Floyd County’s Programs and facilities are consistent with pertinent federal and state laws an regulations on non-discrimination regarding race, color,
national origin, religion, sex, age and handicap. If anyone believes he or she has been subjected to discrimination, he or she may file a complaint alleging discrimination with either the Floyd County Conservation Board or the Equal Opportunity, U.S. Department of the Interior, Washington, D.C.

